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Assigned a 
senior 
mentor

New hire with Ivy 
League bachelor’s 
degree or top 25 
MBA starts as 
Associate

Kid’s 
family 
has good 
pedigree?

Yes

No
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Stays in 
entry-
level job

Kid’s 
family 
steers 
business 
to firm?

YesNo

New hire hailed as 
genius, trailblazer, 
wave of the 
future, ad 
nauseum

Kid’s 
mentor 
steals 
credit for 
business?

Yes No
New hire now “whiz 
kid,” promoted to 
Senior VP or some 
such suitably 
impressive title

Whiz kid 
foils 
plot?

Jealous colleagues hatch 
plot to frame whiz kid for 
compliance violations 
while they work out at 
elite health club

Whiz kid 
fired No

Yes

Jealous colleagues fired, 
whiz kid takes their 
relationships, books of 
business, and bonuses

Senior mentor likes whiz 
kid’s performance, 
teaches nuances of lying, 
backstabbing, politicking, 
bootlicking

Whiz kid 
uses same 
tactics 
against 
mentor?

Yes

No

Mentor fired, whiz kid 
promoted to managing 
director, reports directly 
to C-suite

C-suite assigns whiz 
kid tasks involving 
defrauding clients, 
stonewalling SEC, 
lying to media 

Whiz 
kid 
loses 
soul?

NoYes

Whiz kid eventually 
promoted into C-suite, 
sends kids to Ivy 
League as legacy 
admissions (repeat 
cycle from beginning)
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